
Open letter by legal academics in support of immigration lawyers  
  

We are legal academics writing to express solidarity with Jacqueline McKenzie and all other 
lawyers targeted by the media, the Conservative Party and members of the UK government 
for their immigration legal work.  
  
Attacking lawyers for advising and representing their clients is an attack on the rule of law 
and it is disturbing that, as set out in a recent statement by the Immigration 
Law  Practitioners’ Association, members of the government have chosen to do this and that 
their message has been amplified by sections of the media. It contravenes internationally 
accepted principles on the role of lawyers, endorsed by this government in 2019, and it puts 
individuals at risk of abuse and physical attack for fulfilling their professional obligations. 
The aim appears to be to deter lawyers from effectively representing their clients. Where 
there is improper conduct, it is right to notify professional bodies and, if appropriate, the 
police but that is entirely different to generalised attacks on sections of the profession or 
the targeting of individuals for their properly conducted professional work.  
  
It is shocking that the Conservative Party has compiled a ‘dossier’ on Ms Jacqueline 
McKenzie, a reputable and effective solicitor, and that a media outlet obtained a copy and 
published the contents.  We are additionally concerned because Ms McKenzie is a Black 
woman. Those responsible must have known that inviting negative media attention would 
expose her to misogynistic and racist threats from some members of the public.  
We ask the UK government to:  
 

1. Condemn the compilation of dossiers on individual lawyers, such as that on 
Ms McKenzie;  
2. Cease its unjustified public criticism of immigration lawyers for promoting the 
interests of their clients in ensuring the government acts lawfully;  
3. Clarify publicly that the vast majority of immigration lawyers act properly and 
within the law when they challenge the government on asylum and immigration 
matters.  

   
  
Signed by:  
 

Professor Helena Wray (University of Exeter)  
Dr Jo Wilding (University of Sussex)  
Professor Bernard Ryan (University of Leicester)  
Ayesha Riaz (University of Greenwich/ PhD student, Queen Mary University of London)  
Professor Martin Jones (University of York).  
Professor Iyiola Solanke (Jacques Delors Chair in European Law, University of Oxford)  
Philip Collins (PhD student University of Galway and US immigration attorney)  
Dr Alice Donald (Middlesex University)  
Professor Dallal Stevens (University of Warwick)  
Professor Nuno Ferreira (University of Sussex)  
Dr Maja Grundler (Royal Holloway, University of London)  
Professor Robert Thomas (University of Manchester)  
Professor Amir Paz-Fuchs (University of Sussex)  

https://ilpa.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/ILPA-Statement-on-the-Safety-and-Protection-of-Immigration-Practitioners_August-2023.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/basic-principles-role-lawyers
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/basic-principles-role-lawyers
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/819299/UK-Support-for-Human-Rights-Defenders.pdf


Dr Natalie Sedacca (University of Durham)  
Professor Nadine El-Enany (Kent Law School) 
Professor Sarah Singer (School of Advanced Study, University of London)  
Dr Raawiyah Rifath (University of Exeter)  
Jasmin El-Shewy (University of Exeter)  
Dr Jonathan Collinson (University of Sheffield)  
Rebecca Harrigan (University of Exeter)  
mr. dr. Ricky van Oers (Radboud University, Netherlands)  
Janet Feather-Moore (University of York)  
Dr Sally Day (University of Exeter)  
Holly Cullen (University of Western Australia) 
Dr Joanna Gilmore (University of York)  
Bethany Shiner (Middlesex University)  
Professor Stephen Skinner (University of Exeter)  
Professor Marie-Benedicte Dembour (Ghent University)  
Dr Miroslav Baros (Sheffield Hallam University)  
Professor Jacqueline Kinghan (University of Glasgow)  
Dr Samantha Currie (Monash University, Australia)  
Diego Ocampo (Pontificia Universidad Catolica del Peru and Office against 
Discrimination, Racism and Intolerance)  
Dr Daniel Newman (University of Cardiff)  
Dr Alice Welsh (University of York)  
Gemma Manning (University of Huddersfield)  
Professor Emily Grabham (Kent Law School)  
Stephen Meili (James H. Michael Professor of International Human Rights Law and 
Director of Law Clinics, University of Minnesota Law School)  
Dr Amanda Spalding (University of Leeds)  
Tom Frost (Kent Law School)  
Professor Guy S. Goodwin-Gill (Emeritus Fellow, All Souls College, Oxford; Honorary 
Professor, Kaldor Centre for International Refugee Law, Faculty of Law and Justice, 
University of New South Wales)  
Dr Natalie Ohana (University of Exeter)  
Professor Rita D’Alton-Harrison (Royal Holloway, University of London) 
Dr Andrea Wallace (University of Exeter)  
Dr Alex Powell (Oxford Brookes University)  
Dr Alan Desmond (University of Leicester)  
Professor Roderick Bagshaw (Magdalen College, University of Oxford)  
Professor Diamond Ashiagbor (Kent Law School)  
M. Isabel Medina (Ferris Distinguished Professor of Law, Loyola University New Orleans 
College of Law)  
Dr Hannah Quirk (King's College London)  
Dr Izabella Majcher (independent researcher and consultant)  
Dr Reuven (Ruvi) Ziegler (University of Reading)  
Sian Lewis (Kent Law School)  
Isabella Leroy (Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, Netherlands)  
Kate Jastram (University of California, Berkeley School of Law) 
J. Anna Cabot (University of Houston Law Center, Texas)    



Professor Sabrineh Ardalan (Harvard Law School)  
Blaine Bookey (University of California College of the Law, San Francisco)  
Carrie Rosenbaum (Fowler School of Law, Chapman University, Orange, California) 
Samuel Ballin (Centre for Migration Law, Radboud University, Netherlands)  
Jennifer Morgan (University of Cardiff)  
Gerard Ward (Oxford Brookes University)   
Professor Uma Suthersanen (Queen Mary University of London)  
Prof. Angus Johnston (Professor of Law and Hoffmann Fellow in Law, University of 
Oxford)  
Dr Melanie Crofts (De Montfort University)  
Dr Alwyn Jones (De Montfort University)  
Marie-Laure Basilien-Gainche (Professor of Law, Université Jean Moulin Lyon 3, Institut 
Universitaire de France) 
Dr Matt Howard (Kent Law School)  
Professor Werner Menski (SOAS University of London)  
Sophia Imegi (De Montfort University, Leicester)  
Maria Fletcher (Professor of European Law, University of Glasgow)  
Cathryn Costello (Full Professor of Global Refugee and Migration Law, University College 
Dublin)  
Jo Shaw (Salvesen Chair of European Institutions, University of Edinburgh)  
Dr Richard Warren (Kent Law School)  
Trevor Linn (Kent Law School)  
Professor David Mead (University of East Anglia)  
Professor Colin Harvey (Queen’s University Belfast)  
Annie Campbell (Director - Bail for Immigration Detainees (BID) and University of 
Westminster School of Law)  
Sue Willman (Dickson Poon School of Law, King’s College, London)  
Dr Simon Flacks (University of Sussex)  
Dr Moira Dustin (University of Sussex)  
Frances Trevena (School of Advanced Study, University of London)  
Dr Stephanie Berry (University of Sussex)  
Professor Donald McGillivray (University of Sussex)  
Dr Ciara Fitzpatrick (University of Ulster)  
Dr Gillian Kane (University of Ulster)  
Dr Marianna Illiadou (University of Sussex)  
Professor Richard Vogler (University of Sussex)  
Paul Craig (Emeritus Professor of English Law, St John's College, Oxford) 
Jeanette Ashton (University of Sussex)  
Dr Vicky Kapogianni (Kent Law School)  
Professor Claudina Richards (University of East Anglia)  
Dr Lucy Barnes (University of East Anglia)  
Dr Tola Amodu (University of East Anglia)  
Dr Julie McCandless (Kent Law School)  
Trudie Amarh (University of Greenwich)  
Beverley Witter (University of Greenwich)  
Dr Elaine Williams (University of Greenwich)  
Professor Sandra Fredman FBA KC (hon) (University of Oxford) 



Namitasha Wallace Goring (University of Greenwich)  
Dr Ashleigh Keall (University of Sussex)  
Dr Maayan Niezna (University of Oxford)  
Amanda Gray Meral (Queens University Belfast)  
Dr Hazel Dawe (Oxford Brookes University)  
Professor Maureen A. Sweeney (University of Maryland Carey School of Law)  
Professor Niels W. Frenzen (University of Southern California)  
Professor Eddie Bruce-Jones (SOAS University of London)  
Christopher Luff (Freelance Law Tutor)  
Dr Cristiano d’Orsi (South African Research Chair in International Law, Faculty of Law, 
University of Johannesburg)  
Dr Arwen Joyce (University of Leicester)  
Dr Nicolette Busuttil (SOAS University of London)  
Professor Lydia Bleasdale (University of Leeds)  
Professor Paul Wragg (University of Leeds)  
Professor Penny Green (Queen Mary University of London)  
Professor Eric Heinze (Queen Mary University of London)  
Professor Neve Gordon (Queen Mary University of London)  
Professor Roger Cotterrell (Queen Mary University of London)  
Dr Simon Behrman (University of Warwick)  
Dr Timothy Jacob-Owens (University of Edinburgh)  
Professor Elspeth Guild (Queen Mary University of London)  
Professor Dimitrios Giannoulopoulos (Goldsmiths, University of London)  
Professor David Sugarman (Lancaster University; Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, 
University of London; Centre for Socio-Legal Studies, University of Oxford)  
Professor Wayne Morrison (Queen Mary University of London)  
Professor Dalvinder Singh (University of Warwick)  
Professor George Pavlakos (University of Glasgow)  
Professor Audrey Macklin (Professor and Chair in Human Rights, University of Toronto, 
Faculty of Law)  
Dagmar Rita Myslinska, JD, PhD (Creighton University, Nebraska, US)  
Dr Judith Townend (University of Sussex)  
Dr Emma Marshall (University of Exeter)  
Georgina Firth (University of Lancaster)  
Dr Ben Hudson (University of Exeter)  
Professor Steve Peers (Royal Holloway, University of London)  
Professor Colm O'Cinneide (University College London)  
Dr Giulia Gentile (London School of Economics)  
Gavin Sutter (Queen Mary University of London)  
Stuart Russell (retired, Macquarie University School of Law, Sydney Australia)  
Dr Jayan Nayar (University of Warwick)  
Dr Laurène Soubise (University of Leeds)  
Dr Clara Della Croce (SOAS University of London)   
Professor Alex Sharpe (University of Warwick)  
Professor Hilary Sommerlad (University of Leeds)  
Anthony Valcke (University of Kent and Brussels School of Governance, Vrij Universiteit 
Brussel)  



Dr S D Lulz (University of Exeter)  
Winnie Chan (University of Warwick) 
Dr Ruth Fletcher (Queen Mary University of London) 
Professor Mindy Chen-Wishart (Dean of the Faculty of Law, University of Oxford) 
 
 

The following do not work as legal academics but endorsed the letter:  
 

The Lord Dubs (House of Lords) 
Professor Eleonore Kofman (Middlesex University)  
Alison Harvey (Barrister, One Pump Court)  
Dr Sabina Avdagic (University of Sussex) 
Hon. Lory Rosenberg (Former Appellate Judge, Board of Immigration Appeals, USA)  
David Andrews (member of the public)  
Catriona Jarvis (Judge of the Upper Tribunal (retired) and former solicitor (refugee and 
migration law)) 
Dr Ella Simpson (University of Greenwich)  
Ann Singleton (Reader in Migration Policy, University of Bristol)  
Professor Bridget Anderson (Director, Migration Mobilities Bristol, University of Bristol)  
Brian Cathcart (former Professor of Journalism, Kingston University)  
Professor Julian Petley (Brunel University)  
Professor Elena Isayev (University of Exeter)  
Professor Avtar Brah (Emerita Professor of Sociology, Birkbeck College, University of 
London)  
Professor Patricia Daley (University of Oxford)  
Dr Estelle Zinsstag (Edinburgh Napier University)  
Professor Mary Bosworth (University of Oxford)  
Daniel Sohege (Director, Stand for All) 
  

 


